Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.009 Å; R factor = 0.073; wR factor = 0.211; data-to-parameter ratio = 21.6.
In the title compound, [Ni(C 19 H 18 Br 2 N 2 O 2 )], the Ni II ion, lying on a twofold rotation axis, is coordinated by two N atoms and two O atoms from the Schiff base ligand in a distorted square-planar geometry. Weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds stabilize the crystal structure.
Related literature
For the catalytic properties of Schiff base complexes, see: Cozzi (2004) . For related structures see: Fun et al. (2008) ; Kargar et al. (2008) . For the synthesis of the ligand, see: Fairhurst et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 19 H 18 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ).
Ni1-N1
1.874 (4) Ni1-O1 1.856 (4)
Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: X-AREA (Stoe & Cie, 2005 ); cell refinement: X-AREA; data reduction: X-AREA; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) .
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Comment
Schiff base complexes are found to exhibit large applications such as catalytic properties (Cozzi, 2004) . N,N'-Bis(5-bromo-2-hydroxybenzylidene)-2,2-dimethylpropane-1,3-diamine ligand has been previously synthesized and structurally characterized by X-ray diffraction . The structure of a copper(II) complex of this Schiff base ligand has been also reported by Fun's group .
Herein, we report the synthesis and crystal structure of an Ni(II) complex with this Schiff base ligand. The molecular structure of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of the title compound contains half of the molecule.
The Ni II ion, lying on a twofold rotation axis, is coordinated by two N atoms and two O atoms from a Schiff base ligand (Table 1 ). The coordination environment around the Ni II ion can be described as distorted squar-planar. In the crystal, weak intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds stabilize the structure (Table 2 , Fig. 2 ).
Experimental N,N'-Bis(5-bromo-2-hydroxybenzylidene)-2,2-dimethylpropane-1,3-diamine was prepared according to the described procedure (Fairhurst et al., 1995) . To a stirred ethanolic solution (30 ml) of 2,2-dimethylpropylenediamine (0.102 g, 1 mmol), 5-bromo-2-hydroxybenzaldehyde (0.402 g, 2 mmol) was added. The bright yellow solution was stirred and heated to reflux for 1 h. A yellow precipitate was obtained that was filtered off, washed with diethyl ether (yield: 70%; m.p.: 140 °C).
The title complex was prepared by the following procedure. The Schiff base ligand (0.467 g, 1 mmol) was dissolved in 20 ml ethanol. A solution of nickel(II) acetate (0.248 g, 1 mmol) in ethanol was added to the solution of ligand and the reaction mixture was refluxed for 1 h. The colored solution was concentrated to yield brown powders. The product washed with ethanol and air dried (yield: 95%; decomposition temperature: 242°C).
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding atoms, with C-H = 0.93 (aromatic), 0.97 (CH 2 ) and 0.96 (CH 3 ) Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5U eq (C). (11) 
